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Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN signs the Instrument 
of Surrender as United States Representative, on board USS 
MISSOURI (BB-63), 2 September 1945.  Standing directly 
behind him are (left to right): General of the Army Douglas 
MacArthur; Admiral William F. Halsey, USN, and Rear 
Admiral Forrest Sherman, USN.  In front row, background, 
are (left to right): Rear Admiral Frederick C. Sherman, USN; 
Vice Admiral Charles A. Lockwood, USN; Vice Admiral John 
S. McCain, USN; Vice Admiral John H. Towers, USN; 
Admiral Richmond K. Turner, USN; Rear Admiral Robert B. 
Carney, USN, General Walter C. Krueger, U.S. Army; 
General Robert L. Eichelberger, U.S.Army and General Carl 
A. Spaatz, USAAF. Others identified behind the front row 
include (in no order): Brigadier General Joseph H. Fellows, 
USMC; Captain Tom B. Hill, USN; Commodore J.C. Cronin, 
USN; Rear Admiral Ingram C. Sowell, USN; Rear Admiral 
Richard E. Byrd, USN; Rear Admiral Howard F. Kingman, 
USN; Rear Admiral Lloyd J. Wiltsie, USN; Rear Admiral J. 
Cary Jones, USN; Captain John S. Thach, USN; and 
Commodore Joel T. Boone, USN(MC). 

Nearly 59 years after the end of World War II, the National 
World War II Memorial was dedicated in Washington, D.C., 
on Saturday, May 29, 2004.  The dedication of the memorial 
was the culmination of an 11-year effort that started when the 
memorial was authorized by Congress on May 26, 1993.  
Construction began September 4, 2001, after several years of 
fund raising and public hearings.  The memorial opened to the 
public on April 29, 2004.  The dedication celebration spanned 
four days and included a WWII-themed reunion exhibition on 
the National Mall.  The Commemorative Area of the National 
World War II Memorial recognizes the sacrifice of America’s 
WWII generation and the contribution of our allies.  A field of 
4,000 sculpted gold stars on the Freedom Wall commemorates 
the more than 400,000 Americans who gave their lives, and 
symbolized the sacrifice of families across the nation.  
Established by the American Battle Monuments Commission, 
the memorial honors all military veterans of World War II, the 
citizens on the home front, the nation at large, and the high 
moral purpose and idealism that motivated the nation’s call to 
arms.

    


