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For God and Country — Final Honors Rendered

With permission by The Herndon Times/Tin Nguyen

ONE LAST GLORY - The men of Herndon’s American Legion Wayne M. Kidwell Post 184, who fought wars to
protect the American flag, consecrated it once more in a sundown ceremony Saturday to dispose of
unserviceable flags.

“These flags have become faded and worn over the graves of our departed comrades and the soldier and
sailor dead of all our nation’s wars,” said David Kirby, the Post's Sergeant-at-Arms to his Commander, John
Rogosky, as a dozen comrades stood in formation in the yard of the town's Public Works Facility. Here, the
Post had collected hundreds of old and worn flags in its mailbox over the period of a year.

In a solemn and precise ritual, approval to dispose of the flags was passed up the chain of command.
Then, one by one, the Stars and Stripes were lowered into the flames by the veterans. Except for a few rare
ones made of cloth, the frayed nylon flags quickly disintegrated.

Prodded by the old warriors, Boy Scout Matthew Kirby, 14, and Girl Scout Catherine Manner, 11, steadied
a ceremonial sword carrying a neatly folded flag before gently letting it slide into the flames. Nearby, two
former soldiers lingered to further inspect the faded fabric of other flags to ascertain their merit for the special
occasion.

“Do us the honor,” a Korean War veteran invited this reporter, who then rendered the Red, White and Blue
to the smoldering fire. In the rising flame that met the warm setting sun, lay retiring Old Glory — Tin Nguyen

(Reprinted with permission by THE HERNDON TIMES - Wednesday, February 23, 2005)
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*ELECTION OF OFFICERS *

Please review the “proposed” slate of officers
for 2005-2006 listed on this page and be
prepared to vote on them at the May 18th
meeting. Installation of newly elected officers
will take place at the June 15th meeting.
Please make every effort to attend these two
very important meetings for Post 184.

Proposed Slate of Officers
2005 - 2006

Commander

Dave Kirby

1% Vice Commander Doug Swisher
2" VVice Commander Bob Thompson

Adjutant

Vice Adjutant
Judge Advocate
Finance

Chaplain

Service Officer
Sergeant at Arms
Historian
National Security
Americanism
Public Relations

John Rogosky
Rich Jones

Bob Mullenger
Dan Gillespie
Dmytro Andriuk
Dmytro Andriuk
Ron Sanders

Bob Thompson
Herb Nunnenkamp
Herb Nunnenkamp
Doug Swisher

Voting: Wednesday, May 18, 2005 @ 7:30 PM
Installation: Wednesday, June 15, 2005 @ 7:30 PM
(Family members are cordially invited for the
installation of Officers on June 15, 2005)

MEMORTIAL DAY 2005

=== Planning Calendar ===

Post 184 will be conducting it's annual “Poppy
Campaign” at five local food stores this
Memorial Day weekend (May 28™, 29™ and
30™). Our Post Commander, John Rogosky, is
once again at the helm of this project and
your help is needed to make this year's
campaign an even bigger success than last
years. Post 184 legionnaires will be manning
our “"poppy stand” at each of the following
locations: Elden Street Giant, North Point
Giant, Fox Mill Giant, Franklin Farm Giant and
the Reston Trader Joe's. There will be three
(3) shift's at each location each day of the
Memorial Day weekend: 9:00 AM - noon, noon
- 3:00 PM and 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM. Each
shift is only three (3) hours in length so you
can do it “"standing on your head.” Three
hours is not so long when you are having fun
and also helping to raise people’'s awareness of
how this nation came to be so great.
Remember that the simple crepe paper Poppy
we hand out to the public was made by
hospitalized veterans and has come to be the
most easily recognized symbol commemorating
Memorial Day. Don't wait until the last
minute -- call the Post "mail box" (703-481-
1200) or send an email (WMKAL184@aol.com)
to get more details and to reserve your spot
on the schedule. Don't wait for John to call
you, be proactive! Help us to continue to show
our respect for our fellow servicemen and
women who have paid the ultimate price for
our freedom. REMEMBER - They were there
for you, now be there for them I Thanks.
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** Commanders Corner **

1. “PARTICIPATION”

The Flag Disposal Ceremony on February 19th
went well but Post membership attendance
was a little low. We disposed of over 500
unserviceable flags between 4:00 PM and 7:30
PM that day.

2. UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorial day weekend (May 28-30) will be
VERY busy and we need all members to
participate. The Herndon High Jr. ROTC will
be lending a hand at all the events.

Thursday, May 27th at 7:30 AM: small
flags will be placed on each veteran’s grave in
Chestnut Grove and Oak Grove Cemeteries.

Monday, May 30th at 7:00 AM: casket flags
will be raised (weather permitting) at Chestnut
Grove Cemetery to form the Avenue of Flags.

Monday, May 30th at 10:00 AM: Memorial
Day Ceremony will be held at Chestnut Grove
Cemetery.

Monday, May 30th at 7:00 PM: The Avenue
of Flags will be brought down, flags folded,
and flags and poles returned to storage.

Tuesday, May 31st at 9:15 AM: the
individual small flags will be removed from
veteran’s graves at Chestnut Grove and Oak
Grove cemeteries.

3. MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

As of April 12t our Post topped 100%
renewals for 2005! Thank you fellow
legionnaires.

4. POST 184 TELEPHONE NUMBER

The Post telephone message center has been
functioning well. You can call and leave
messages on any Post matter. Any events not
published in the newsletter will have
information available on the answering
machine “message” so please call in weekly to
hear the latest scoop. The number is (703)
481-1200

For God & Country,

Joban Rogadby

I Post 184 Commander I

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
LEGIONNAIRES

April
4th Leslie K. Gallipo
8th James E. Parks
9th Jerome A. Geary, John S. Ward
10th James S. Loftus, Jr.
13th Stanley A. Kachel, Robert W. Mullenger,
Geoffrey Schelhorn
16th Thomas E. Kellner
18th Ryan Washington
19t Harold G. Oakes
20t Frank K. Elkins, William L. Sickenberger
21st Barbara J. Metz
26th Deborah L. Parmenter
30th John C. Herge

May

1st Martin L. Kennebeck

2nd Kevin C. Chiaravalle, John R. Kirk, Sr.
4th David A. Kirby, Kenneth L. Wuelzer
11t Norman D. Eiben, Frederic A. Lombardo
12th Adrian Pelzner

14th William B. Tirrell, Sr.

15t Robert J. May

16th Stuart A. Crown

18th Ted T. Crites

20th Joseph R. Hyer, Philip G. Urban

22nd Norman D. Messman

26th Edward Reiff

27th John A. Hvozdovic

29th Edmund R. Neach

30th James H. Godsey, Jr.

31st Daniel Gillespie, Terrell F. Waters

June
6th Robert J. Riendeau
8th Richard L. Deason
10th Ronald A. Butler
11th Gerald R. Snyder
17th Theodore Lecour
18t Melville J. Appell
19t Anthony C. Gaudio, Particia A. Janes,
Rex D. Swisher
20t Glenn A. Stroup
21st Rex R. Roller
23+ Roger S. Busch
24th Robert D. Debner, Adolph M. Essigmann

28th Charles D. McGuire
29th John W. Walsh 3




NOTE: If your birth date is listed incorrectly, or,
not listed at all on the preceding page, please email
the correct information to the post at
WMKALI184@aol.com, or, send it by mail to
American Legion Post 184, P.O. Box 5118,
Herndon, VA 20172.

Post Everlasting

Arthur Esposito
U.S. Navy Veteran

1 year member - Post 184

ELECTRONIC
NENWSLET TER

Well folks, we have taken another leap into the
future with regard to our Post 184 newsletter.
To save you time, the frustration of long
downloads, and some much needed disk
space, we are no longer sending our quarterly
newsletter via the internet. Don’t worry all
you computer recipients out there in “tron”
land, we now have THE LEGION LETTER in
Adobe format on the post web site.

http://www.wmkal184.orq

Post 184
Electronic Mailbox

WMKAL184@aol.com
PUFL - Is It For You?

Tired of getting Membership renewal notices?
This year instead of just renewing for 2006,
put that money towards a Paid Up For Life
membership. Use the following chart to decide
if a PUFL membership is for you, then fill out
the top half of the enclosed application form
and mail it with your payment to the Post.

Paid-Up-For-Life Rate Schedule
Post 184 Annual Dues = $20

HERNDON FESTIVAL = $$ for
POST 184

Every make a Snow Cone?

Ever want to be a Marshal?
The 2005 HERNDON FESTIVAL is scheduled
for Thursday, June 2nrd through Sunday
June 5th, Post 184 needs volunteers to help
with our Snow Cone sales and to serve as
Marshals during the Festival. Three and four
hour shifts start at 4:30 PM on Thursday
through 8:00 PM on Sunday. Call early to get
the time slot you prefer. The sale of Snow
Cones is one of the biggest fund-raisers for the
Post. Please join your fellow Legionnaires and
help us make a new sales record this year!
Call Dave Kirby (703-481-6189) to sign up.

AGE GROUP
24 & Under - $697 55-59 ------ $388
p i J— $663 60-64 ------ $334
30-34 -------- $626 65-69 ------ $282
35-39 -------- $585 70-74 ------ $232
40-44 --mmnm-- $540 75-79 --—--- $186
45-49 ----mm-- $492 80-84 ------ $145
50-54 -------- $441 85 & over - $118

Hey, did you hear! There’s a USO

show coming to town!

You heard it right troops, a USO show IS
coming to town and I'm here to tell you about
it. If you missed seeing the HERNDON
TOWNE SQUARE SINGERS put on their USO
show at the Industrial Strength Theater this
past weekend, not to worry, you have another
chance. Come on over to Holy Cross
Lutheran Church on Sunday, May 22nd and
catch them in a very special performance,
beginning at 7:00 PM, to raise funds for the
Fisher House program at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center. If you're not aware, the
Fisher House program provides low cost
housing for families of military members who
are in long term or critical care at WRAMC as
a result of service to this country. For $10
(adults) or $5 (children 5-12 years old) you'll
have a grand evening of entertainment as the
Herndon Towne Square Singers perform a
tribute to our service men and women with a
traveling USO show (1943 up to the present).
You'll also be in for a treat with a fantastic
“dessert buffet” served at 6:00 PM,
BEFORE the show begins. You get a chance
at “leftovers” between acts. What a deal! Be
sure and wear your uniform, if you can still
get into it, or at least your service cap or
American Legion garrison cap. Nostalgic ?
Yes. More importantly though, it is a sign of
support for our young warriors engaged in
combat around the world. BE THERE!

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
1090 Sterling Road (a block off Elden St.)
Herndon, VA 20170
Info: 703-437-1883
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