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For God and Country — Final Honors Rendered

ONE LAST GLORY - The men of Herndon’s American Legion Wayne M. Kidwell Post 184, who fought wars to
protect the American flag, consecrated it once more in a sundown ceremony Saturday to dispose of
unserviceable flags.

“These flags have become faded and worn over the graves of our departed comrades and the soldier and
sailor dead of all our nation’s wars,” said David Kirby, the Post's Sergeant-at-Arms to his Commander, John
Rogosky, as a dozen comrades stood in formation in the yard of the town's Public Works Facility. Here, the
Post had collected hundreds of old and worn flags in its mailbox over the period of a year.

In a solemn and precise ritual, approval to dispose of the flags was passed up the chain of command.
Then, one by one, the Stars and Stripes were lowered into the flames by the veterans. Except for a few rare
ones made of cloth, the frayed nylon flags quickly disintegrated.

Prodded by the old warriors, Boy Scout Matthew Kirby, 14, and Girl Scout Catherine Manner, 11, steadied
a ceremonial sword carrying a neatly folded flag before gently letting it slide into the flames. Nearby, two
former soldiers lingered to further inspect the faded fabric of other flags to ascertain their merit for the special
occasion.

“Do us the honor,” a Korean War veteran invited this reporter, who then rendered the Red, White and Blue
to the smoldering fire. In the rising flame that met the warm setting sun, lay retiring Old Glory — Tin Nguyen
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